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Sec. 74.091.  LOCAL ADMINISTRATIVE DISTRICT JUDGE.  (a)  

There is a local administrative district judge in each county. 

(b)  In a county with two or more district courts the 

judges of those courts shall elect a district judge as local 

administrative district judge for a term of not more than two 

years.  The local administrative district judge may not be 

elected on the basis of rotation or seniority. 

(c)  In a county with only one district judge, the district 

judge serves as the local administrative district judge. 
 

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 2.93(a), eff. Sept. 

1, 1987.  Amended by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 646, Sec. 12, 

eff. Aug. 28, 1989. 
 

 

Sec. 74.0911.  LOCAL ADMINISTRATIVE STATUTORY COUNTY COURT 

JUDGE.  (a)  There is a local administrative statutory county 

court judge in each county that has a statutory county court. 

(b)  In a county with two or more statutory county courts, 

the judges of those courts shall elect a statutory county court 

judge as local administrative statutory county court judge for a 

term of not more than two years.  A local administrative 

statutory county court judge may not be elected on the basis of 

rotation or seniority. 

(c)  In a county with only one statutory county court, the 

statutory county court judge serves as the local administrative 

statutory county court judge. 
 



Added by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 646, Sec. 13, eff. Aug. 28, 

1989. 
 

 

Sec. 74.092.  DUTIES OF LOCAL ADMINISTRATIVE JUDGE.  (a)  A 

local administrative judge, for the courts for which the judge 

serves as local administrative judge, shall: 

(1)  implement and execute the local rules of 

administration, including the assignment, docketing, transfer, 

and hearing of cases; 

(2)  appoint any special or standing committees 

necessary or desirable for court management and administration; 

(3)  promulgate local rules of administration if the 

other judges do not act by a majority vote; 

(4)  recommend to the regional presiding judge any 

needs for assignment from outside the county to dispose of court 

caseloads; 

(5)  supervise the expeditious movement of court 

caseloads, subject to local, regional, and state rules of 

administration; 

(6)  provide the supreme court and the office of court 

administration requested statistical and management information; 

(7)  set the hours and places for holding court in the 

county; 

(8)  supervise the employment and performance of 

nonjudicial personnel; 

(9)  supervise the budget and fiscal matters of the 

local courts, subject to local rules of administration; 

(10)  coordinate and cooperate with any other local 

administrative judge in the district in the assignment of cases 

in the courts' concurrent jurisdiction for the efficient 

operation of the court system and the effective administration 

of justice; 

(11)  if requested by the courts the judge serves, 

establish and maintain the lists required by Section 37.003 and 

http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/GetStatute.aspx?Code=GV&Value=37.003


ensure appointments are made from the lists in accordance with 

Section 37.004; 

(12)  perform other duties as may be directed by the 

chief justice or a regional presiding judge; and 

(13)  establish a court security committee to adopt 

security policies and procedures for the courts served by the 

local administrative district judge that is composed of: 

(A)  the local administrative district judge, or 

the judge's designee, who serves as presiding officer of the 

committee; 

(B)  a representative of the sheriff's office; 

(C)  a representative of the county commissioners 

court; 

(D)  one judge of each type of court in the 

county other than a municipal court or a municipal court of 

record; 

(E)  a representative of any county attorney's 

office, district attorney's office, or criminal district 

attorney's office that serves in the applicable courts; and 

(F)  any other person the committee determines 

necessary to assist the committee. 

(b)  A court security committee may recommend to the county 

commissioners court the uses of resources and expenditures of 

money for courthouse security, but may not direct the assignment 

of those resources or the expenditure of those funds. 
 

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 2.93(a), eff. Sept. 

1, 1987.  Amended by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 646, Sec. 14, 

eff. Aug. 28, 1989;  Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 746, Sec. 68, 

eff. Oct. 1, 1991. 

Amended by:  

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R.S., Ch. 1224 (S.B. 1369), Sec. 1, 

eff. September 1, 2009. 

Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1223 (S.B. 1876), Sec. 3, 

eff. September 1, 2015. 

http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/GetStatute.aspx?Code=GV&Value=37.004
http://www.legis.state.tx.us/tlodocs/81R/billtext/html/SB01369F.HTM
http://www.legis.state.tx.us/tlodocs/84R/billtext/html/SB01876F.HTM


Acts 2017, 85th Leg., R.S., Ch. 190 (S.B. 42), Sec. 9, eff. 

September 1, 2017. 
 

 

Sec. 74.093.  RULES OF ADMINISTRATION.  (a)  The district 

and statutory county court judges in each county shall, by 

majority vote, adopt local rules of administration. 

(b)  The rules must provide for: 

(1)  assignment, docketing, transfer, and hearing of 

all cases, subject to jurisdictional limitations of the district 

courts and statutory county courts; 

(2)  designation of court divisions or branches 

responsible for certain matters; 

(3)  holding court at least once a week in the county 

unless in the opinion of the local administrative judge sessions 

at other intervals will result in more efficient court 

administration; 

(4)  fair and equitable division of caseloads;  and 

(5)  plans for judicial vacation, sick leave, 

attendance at educational programs, and similar matters. 

(c)  The rules may provide for: 

(1)  the selection and authority of a presiding judge 

of the courts giving preference to a specified class of cases, 

such as civil, criminal, juvenile, or family law cases; 

(2)  other strategies for managing cases that require 

special judicial attention; 

(3)  a coordinated response for the transaction of 

essential judicial functions in the event of a disaster; and 

(4)  any other matter necessary to carry out this 

chapter or to improve the administration and management of the 

court system and its auxiliary services. 

(c-1)  The rules may provide for the establishment and 

maintenance of the lists required by Section 37.003, including 

the establishment and maintenance of more than one of a list 

required by that section that is categorized by the type of 

http://www.legis.state.tx.us/tlodocs/85R/billtext/html/SB00042F.HTM
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/GetStatute.aspx?Code=GV&Value=37.003


case, such as family law or probate law, and the person's 

qualifications. 

(d)  Rules relating to the transfer of cases or proceedings 

shall not allow the transfer of cases from one court to another 

unless the cases are within the jurisdiction of the court to 

which it is transferred.  When a case is transferred from one 

court to another as provided under this section, all processes, 

writs, bonds, recognizances, or other obligations issued from 

the transferring court are returnable to the court to which the 

case is transferred as if originally issued by that court. 
 

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 148, Sec. 2.93(a), eff. Sept. 

1, 1987.  Amended by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 646, Sec. 15, 

eff. Aug. 28, 1989. 

Amended by:  

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R.S., Ch. 1280 (H.B. 1831), Sec. 

5.02, eff. June 19, 2009. 

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R.S., Ch. 1281 (H.B. 1861), Sec. 2, 

eff. June 19, 2009. 

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., 1st C.S., Ch. 3 (H.B. 79), Sec. 7.03, 

eff. January 1, 2012. 

Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1223 (S.B. 1876), Sec. 4, 

eff. September 1, 2015. 

 

http://www.legis.state.tx.us/tlodocs/81R/billtext/html/HB01831F.HTM
http://www.legis.state.tx.us/tlodocs/81R/billtext/html/HB01861F.HTM
http://www.legis.state.tx.us/tlodocs/821/billtext/html/HB00079F.HTM
http://www.legis.state.tx.us/tlodocs/84R/billtext/html/SB01876F.HTM

