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Introduction

Senate Bill 2 (88th Leg., 2nd C.S.) made a number of changes to the Tax Code regarding the
composition of Appraisal Districts. This advisory is intended to address the new election
requirements related to an Appraisal District Board of Directors ina county with a population of
75,000 or more.

Senate Bill 2 also modified the composition and appointment of Appraisal Review Boards and
Appraisal Districts in counties with a population under 75,000. (Sections6.03, 6.033, Tax Code).
These changes are not addressedin thisadvisory asthey do notinvolve election-related activities.

Most parts of Senate Bill 2 have an effective date of July 1, 2024. However, certain parts of Senate
Bill 2 generally deal with the preparation for elections of the members of a board of directors
have an effective date of October 12, 2023 which was the 91st day afterthe last day of the Second
Called Special Session of the 88th Legislature.

Composition of the Appraisal District Board of Directors in Counties with a
Population of 75,000 or More

Senate Bill 2added Section 6.0301 of the Tax Code to provide that an appraisal districtina county
with a population of 75,000 or more is governed by a board of nine directors. The board is
composed of both appointed and elected directors. Five of the directors are to be appointed by
the taxing units that participate in the district in the manner prescribed by Section 6.03 of the
Tax Code. Three directors are elected by majority vote at the general election for state and
county officers by the voters of the county in which the district is established. The county
assessor-collectorservesas an ex officio director.



A majority vote means that the winning candidates must receive more than fifty percent of the
votes. If no candidate receives more than fifty percent of the vote in an election requiring a
majority, then a runoff election is required between the top two vote getters, pursuant to
Chapter 2 of the Election Code.

Terms of Directors

The directors appointed by the members of the board of directors who are appointed by the
taxing units participatingin the district serve staggered four-yearterms beginning onJanuary 1st
of every other even-numberedyear. (Section 6.031, Tax Code).

The elected members of the board will then serve staggered four-year terms beginning on
January 1st of every other odd-numbered year. (Section 6.031, Tax Code).

Section 6.0301 of the Tax Code provides that the following do not apply to an appraisal district
in a county with a population of 75,000 or more:

1) Section6.031 of the Tax Code (Changesin Board Membership or Selection);
2) Section 6.034 of the Tax Code (Optional Staggered Terms for Board of Directors); and
3) Section6.10 of the Tax Code (Disapproval of Board Actions)

Pursuant to Section 8.06(b) of Senate Bill 2, Section 6.0301 of the Tax Code takes effect on July
1, 2024.

Eligibility to Serve on the Appraisal District Board of Directors in Counties with a
Population of 75,000 or More

To be eligible toserve as an elected member of the board of directors, an individual must meet
certain eligibility requirements. The eligibility requirementsinclude the following:

e General eligibility requirements for public office as defined by Section 141.001 of the
Texas Election Code, except for Section 141.001(a)(5).

e The individual must be resident of the district (county) and must have resided in the
district (county) forat least two yearsimmediately preceding the date the individual takes
office (Section 6.0301, Tax Code). Thisis alongerresidency requirementthanthe general
rule outlinedinSection 141.001 of the Election Code. Given the more specificresidence
requirement provided under the Tax Code, candidates for the elected board of director
offices will need to have resided inthe county longerthan the six months required under
Section 141.001 of the Election Code as of the filing deadline. See Brown v. Patterson,
609 S.W.2d 287 (Tex. App.—Dallas 1980).

e Anindividual who is otherwise eligible toserve on the board is not ineligible because of
membership on the governing body of a taxing unit. An employee of a taxing unit that
participatesin the district is not eligible toserve onthe board unlessthe individual is also
a memberof the governingbody or an elected official of a taxing unit that participates in
the district. (Section 6.0301, Tax Code).



e Anindividual is not eligible to be a candidate for, to be appointed to, or to serve on the
board of directors of an appraisal districtif the individual ora business entity in which the
individual has a substantial interestis a party to a contract with: 1) the appraisal district;
or 2) a taxing unit that participates in the appraisal district, if the contract relates to the
performance of an activity governed by Title 1 of the Tax Code. (Section 6.036(a), Tax
Code, effective July 1, 2024.)

Restrictions on Eligibility to Serve on the Appraisal District Board of Directors in
Counties with a Population of 75,000 or More

Section 6.035 of the Tax Code provides that an individual is ineligible to serve on an appraisal
district board of directors and is disqualified from employment as chief appraiserif the individual
isrelated withinthe second degree by consanguinity (blood) oraffinity (marriage), as determined
under Chapter 573, Government Code, to an individual who is engaged in the business of
appraising property for compensation for use in proceedings under this title or of representing
property ownersfor compensation in proceedings under thistitle in the appraisal district.

Similarly, an individual is ineligible to serve on an appraisal district board of directors and is
disqualified from employment as chief appraiser if the individual owns property on which
delinquent taxes have been owed to a taxing unit for more than 60 days after the date the
individual knew or should have known of the delinquency unless: (A) the delinquent taxes and
any penaltiesandinterestare being paid underaninstallment paymentagreement under Section
33.02 of the Tax Code; or (B) a suit to collect the delinquent taxes is deferred or abated under
Sections33.06 or 33.065 of the Tax Code.

PerSection 6.035 of the Tax Code, anindividual is alsoineligibleto serve onthe board of directors
of an appraisal district if the individual:

(1) hasservedas a memberof the board of directors for all or part of five terms, unless:
(A) the individual was the county assessor-collector at the time the individual
servedas a board member; or
(B) the appraisal district is established in a county with a population of less than
120,000;

(2) has engaged in the business of appraising property for compensation for use in
proceedings under thistitle at any time during the precedingthree years;

(3) has engaged in the business of representing property owners for compensation in
proceedings underthis title in the appraisal district at any time during the preceding
three years; or

(4) has beenanemployee of the appraisal districtatany time duringthe precedingthree
years.

Date of Election and Terms for Elected Appraisal District Board of Directors in
Counties with a Population of 75,000 or More


https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/GetStatute.aspx?Code=TX&Value=33.06
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/GetStatute.aspx?Code=TX&Value=33.065

Initial Director Election Date

As provided in Section 5.13 of Senate Bill 2, appraisal district directors must be elected to their
elective positions as provided by Section 6.0301 of the Tax Code, beginning with the election
conducted on the uniform election date of May 4, 2024. The directors then elected take office
onJuly1, 2024, and serve a term that expires on December 31, 2026.

General Election Date

Following the election of the initial elected directors of an appraisal district on May 4, 2024,
directors are then elected as provided by Section 6.0301 of the Tax Code beginning with the
general election conducted in November 2026. Directors then elected take office on January 1,
2027.

Method of Election of the Appraisal District Board of Directors in Counties with a
Population of 75,000 or More

Majority Vote Requirement

Section 6.0301 of the Tax Code provides that three directors of an appraisal district must be
elected by majority vote at the general election for state and county officers by the voters of the
county in which the district is establish. A majority vote means that the winning candidate must
receive more than fifty percent of the votes. If no candidate receives more than fifty percent of
the vote in an election requiring a majority, then a runoff election is required between the top
two vote getters, pursuant to Chapter 2 of the Election Code.

Directors Elected At-Large by Place

In order to elect three directors by a majority vote in the same election, candidates for the
appraisal district board of directors must be elected at-large by place. Specifically, the board of
directors for the appraisal district must be elected to either the at-large by place 1, at-large by
place 2, or at-large by place 3 position. Further, candidates must indicate on their candidate
application the at-large position for which they are running. The Notice of Deadline to File an
Application for a Place on the Ballot posted by the county judge will also need to adequately
address this provision. If the candidate failsto provide thisinformation on their application, the
applicationshould be rejected due to form, content, and procedure issues.

Authority Responsible for Conducting the Election for Elected Appraisal District
Board of Directors in Counties with a Population of 75,000 or More

The appraisal district board of directorsisresponsible forconducting the election required under
Section 6.0301 of the Tax Code. However, the appraisal district board of directors and the county
may agree to contract for electionservices under Chapter 31 of the Election Code and may also
agree to conduct a joint election pursuantto Chapter 271 of the Election Code.

Notice of Candidate Filing Deadline Posting Requirement for Elected Appraisal
District Board of Directors in Counties with a Population of 75,000 or More
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Pursuant to Section 141.040 of the Election Code, the authority with whom an applicationfor a
place on the ballot must be filed—in this case, the county judge —must post the Notice of
Deadline to File an Application for a Place on the Ballot. This notice provides the dates of the
filing period and must be posted in a public place in a buildingin which the county judge has an
office not later than the 30th day before the first day on which a candidate may file the
application. As a best practice, the notice should also be posted on the county’s website.

e For the initial director election occurring on May 4, 2024, the deadline to Post the
Notice of Candidate Filing Deadline is Monday, December 18, 2023.

Ordering the Election for Elected Appraisal District Board of Directors in Counties
with a Population of 75,000 or More

Per Section 3.004 of the Election Code, the governing body of a political subdivision, otherthan
a county or city, that has elective officers must order the general election for those officers. In
this case, the appraisal district board of directors must orderthe electionrequired under Section
6.0301 of the Tax Code.

Candidate Filing Requirements for Elected Appraisal District Board of Directors in
Counties with a Population of 75,000 or More

Senate Bill 2 added Section 6.032 to the Tax Code regarding the ballot procedures for elected
directors in a county with a population of 75,000 or more. Per Section 6.032 of the Tax Code,
Chapter 144 of the Election Code appliesto a candidate for an elective position on an appraisal
district board of directors. Chapter 144 of the Election Code pertains to candidacy for the office
of a political subdivision otherthan a county or city.

Application Requirements for Elected Appraisal District Directors

An application for a place on the ballot for the office of elected director of an appraisal board
must be filed with the county judge of the county in which the appraisal district is established.
The application must be accompanied by a filing fee or a petitionin lieu of the filing fee that
satisfies the requirements prescribed by Section 141.062 of the Election Code and Section
6.032(d) of the Tax Code. Additionally, Section 144.002 of the Election Code provides that a
candidate’s name may appear on the ballot only as an independent. Therefore, thereis no party
affiliation listed on a candidate’s application or listed onthe ballot.

Candidates may use the Application for a Place on the Ballot for a General Election for a City,
School District or Other Political Subdivision (Form 2-49).

Section 1.007 of the Election Code providesthat any employee atthe usual place of business can
take delivery of a document, including a candidate’s application, petition in lieu of a filing fee,
and filing fee. As such, an employee at the county judge’s usual place of business may take
delivery of these documents. However, the responsibility for reviewing the application and filing
fee/petitioninlieu of a filingfee rests with the county judge.
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https://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/forms/pol-sub/index.shtml
https://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/forms/pol-sub/index.shtml
https://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/forms/pol-sub/index.shtml

Filing Fee Requirements for Elected Appraisal District Directors
The filingfee fora place on the ballotis:

1) $400 for a county with a population of 200,000 or more; or
2) S200 for a county with a population of less than 200,000.

The filing fee received must be deposited in the county treasury to the credit of the county
general fund. Paying a filing fee with a credit card is not authorized under current law. (Section

6.032, Tax Code).

Petition in Lieu of Filing Fee for Elected Appraisal District Directors

Candidates may submit a petition in lieu of paying a filing fee. (Section 6.032, Tax Code). If
submittinga petitioninlieu of the filing fee, candidates may use the Petition (2-51). Chapter 141,
Subchapter C of the Election Code pertains to the validity of a candidate’s petition, including
prescribing the content of a petition, the validity of a signature, and the method of acquiring a
signature. (Sections 141.062, 141.063, 141,064, 141.065, Election Code).

With regards to the petitioninlieu of a filingfee, Section 6.032(d) of the Tax Code provides that
the minimum number of signatures that must appear on the petitionis the lesser of:

1) 500; or

2) Two percentof the total vote receivedinthe county by all the candidates for governor
in the most recentgubernatorial general election, unless that number isless than 50,
in which case the required number of signatures is the lesser of:

(A) 50; or

(B) 20 percent of that total vote.
Deadline to Submit Candidate Application for Elected Appraisal District Directors

The deadline for candidates to submitan application and filingfee/petitioninlieu of a filing fee
is the 78th day before election day. (Section 144.003(d), Election Code). Per Section 144.005(a)
of the Election Code, an application may not be filed earlierthanthe 30th day before the date of
the filingdeadline.

e For the initial director election occurring on May 4, 2024, the filing period will be
Wednesday, January 17, 2024 — Friday, February 16, 2024 at 5:00 p.m.

For write-in candidates, a Declaration of Write-in Candidacy mustbe filed nolater than 5:00 p.m.
of the 74th day before election day as provided under Section 144.006 of the Election Code. A
person who has filed a Declaration of Write-in Candidacy is not required to submita filingfee or
a petition in lieu of a filing fee. Section 144.002 of the Election Code further provides that a
candidate’s name may appear on the ballotonlyas an independent.



https://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/forms/pol-sub/index.shtml

Public Information and Candidate Filings for Elected Appraisal District Directors

Per Section 141.035 of the Election Code, an application for a place on the ballot, including an
accompanying petition, is public information immediately on its filing. However, pursuant to
Section 552.1175 of the Government Code, candidates who are eligible may requestthat certain
information pertainingto their candidate application be kept confidential. Tothat extent, these
eligible candidates may also submit a Request for Confidentiality for Candidates Under Texas
Government Code to the county judge.

Pursuant to Section 8.06(c) of Senate Bill 2, Section 6.032 of the Tax Code became effective on
October 12, 2023, which was the 91st day after the last day of the Second Called Session of the
88th Legislature.

Review of the Candidate Application and Petition in Lieu of a Filing Fee by a
County Judge in Counties with a Population of 75,000 or More

Form, Content, and Procedure Review

Section 141.032 of the Election Code providesthat on the filing of an application for a place on
the ballot, the county judge must review the applicationto determine whetherit complies with
the requirementsasto form, content, and procedure only. That is, the county judge must review
the applicationto confirm that it was filed correctly and ina timely mannerand that all required
informationiscompleted and attested to. Unless accompanied by a petition, the review must be
completed not later than the fifth day after the date the application is received by the county
judge. If an application is accompanied by a petition, the petition is considered part of the
application, and the review must be completed as soon as practicable after the date the
applicationisreceived by the county judge. The petitionis not considered part of the application
for purposes of determining compliance with the requirements applicable to each document;
thus, a deficiency inthe requirements of one document may not be remedied by the contents of
the other document.

Under the Election Code, there is no process for a candidate to supplement a defective
application. The application and petition must satisfy all applicable requirements as originally
filed. If an application does not comply with applicable requirements, the county judge must
reject the applicationand immediately deliverto the candidate written notice of the reason for
the rejection. Anapplicationfora place on the ballot may not be challenged for compliance with
the applicable requirements as to form, content, and procedure after the 50th day before the

date of the electionforwhich the applicationis made. (Section 141.034, Election Code).
Declaration of Ineligibility

Section 141.032 of the Election Code, which governs the review of a candidate's application for
a place on the ballot for form, content, and procedure, does not apply to a determination of a
candidate’s eligibility. Pursuant to Section 145.003 of the Election Code, a candidate may be
administratively declared ineligible if: (1) the information on the candidate’s application for a
place on the ballot indicates that the candidate is ineligible for the office; or 2) facts indicating
that the candidate is ineligible are conclusively established by another public record. As a
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reminder, no publicrecord conclusively establishes residency; only a court of law may make a
rulingon a person’sresidency.

When presented with an application fora place on the ballotor another publicrecord containing
information pertinentto the candidate’s eligibility, the county judge willneed to promptly review
the record. If the county judge determinesthat the record establishes the candidate’sineligibility,
the county judge must declare the candidate ineligible and notify the candidate in writing.
Pursuantto Section 145.094 of the Election Code, if a candidate isdeclaredineligible on or before
the deadline to withdraw, the candidate’s name is omitted from the ballot. For the deadlines
associated with candidate withdrawal or issuance of a declaration of ineligibility in time to
remove a candidate’s name from a ballot, please consult the election law calendar for that
election.

Ballot Drawing Required Under the Texas Election Code

Section 52.094 of the Election Code providesthat the authority responsible for having the offidial
ballot prepared for the election shall conduct the ballotdrawing. Pursuant to Section 52.002 of
the Election Code, for an election ordered by an authority of a political subdivision other than a
county or city, the secretary of the subdivision’s governingbody or, if the governingbody has no
secretary, the governing body’s presiding officer shall have the official ballot prepared.
Therefore, the secretary or the presiding officer of the appraisal district’s board of directors is
responsible for conducting the ballot drawing required under Section 52.094 of the Election
Code.

Notice of Ballot Drawing to Candidates

The county judge may make arrangements with the appraisal district board of directors and agree
to provide notice to the candidates of the ballot drawing and to conduct the ballot drawing on
behalf of the appraisal district board of directors. Itisrecommendedthat such an agreementbe
documentedin writing.

Drawing Lots to Determine Term Length for Appraisal District Board of Directors
in Counties with a Population of 75,000 or More

At the first meeting of the board of directors of an appraisal district described by Section 6.0301
of the Tax Code that followsthe November 2026 general election of directors, the three elected
directors must draw lots to determine which director shall serve a term of two years and which
two directors shall serve a term of four years as prescribed by Section 5.13 of Senate Bill 2.
Thereafter, all elected directors serve four-yearterms.

The term of an appraisal district directorservingon the board of directors of an appraisal district
on December 31, 2024 described by Section 6.0301 of the Tax Code expireson January 1, 2025.
Not later than December 31, 2024, the taxing units participating inthe appraisal district that are
entitled to appoint directors must appoint five directors to serve terms that begin on January 1,
2025. Two directors must be appointedto serve a term of one year, and three directors shall be
appointed to serve a term of three years. Thereafter, all appointed directors serve four-year
terms.



Filling a Vacancyin an Elective Position on an Appraisal District Board of Directors
in Counties with a Population of 75,000 or More

If a vacancy occurs inan elective position onthe board, the board must appoint by majority vote
of its members a person to fill the vacancy. This appointed director will serve the remainder of
theterm. A personappointedtofill avacancy inan elective position must have the qualifications
required of a director elected at a general election.

Frequently Asked Questions Regarding Senate Bill 2

Q. Do term limits continue to apply to directors in an appraisal district board of directors per
Section 6.035 of the Tax Code?

A. Yes. Section 6.035 of the Tax Code, which provides for restrictions on eligibility and conduct
of board membersand chief appraisers, was not repealed or amended in Senate Bill 2. As such,
directors in an appraisal district in a county with a population of 120,000 or more are ineligible
to serve asan appointed or elected directorif the individualhas served as amember of the board
of directorsfor all or part of five terms. Term limits do not apply to appraisal districtsin counties
with a population of less than 120,000. For additional exceptions regarding eligibility, please
review Section 6.035 of the Tax Code.

Q. Which individual is responsible for verifying that the individuals running as candidates for
the appraisal district board of directors in a county with a population of 75,000 or more are
eligible to run and that the candidates submitted timely and properly executed applications?

A. Section 141.032 of the Election Code provides that the authority with whom the candidate
application is filed shall review the application to determine whether it complies with the
requirements as to form, content, and procedure that it must satisfy for the candidate’s name to
be placed on the ballot. Section 6.032 of the Tax Code provides that the candidate application
must be filed with the county judge. As such, the county judge is responsible for reviewing the
candidate application and making the determination to accept or reject those applications.
Additionally, the county judge is responsible for issuing a declaration of ineligibility with regard
to candidates for an elected appraisal board position, if applicable.

Pursuant to Section 145.003(d) of the Election Code, the presiding officer of the final canvassing
authority forthe office sought by a candidate may declare the candidate ineligible afterthe polls
close on election day and before a certificate of election is issued. This means that the board
president may declare the candidate ineligible afterthe time addressed in Section 145.003(d) of
the Election Code.

If an office holder no longer qualifies for the office they hold, then they may be removed from
office by a quo warranto proceeding. Tex. Civ. Prac. and Rem. Code Chapter 66.

Q. Which entity is responsible for paying the costs of the election for the three members of
the board of directors required under Section 6.0301 of the Tax Code?



A. The county appraisal district isresponsible forthe costs of the election.

Section 1.014 of the Election Code provides that the expensesincurredin the conduct of a general
or special election must be paid by the political subdivision served by the authority ordering the
election. Section 1.005 of the Election Code defines “political subdivision” as a governmental
entity that embraces a geographic area with a defined boundary, exists for the purpose of
discharging functions of government, and possesses authority for subordinate self-government
through officers selected by it. Section 3.004 of the Election Code further provides that the
governing body of a political subdivision, that has elective offices, isresponsible forordering an
election. Based on these sections of the Election Code, the county appraisal districtis responsible
for paying the expensesincurredin the conduct of the election.

Q. What happens if three individuals do not run for the elected positions provided under
Section 6.0301 of the Tax Code?

A. This will create one or more vacancies on the board of the appraisal district. Pursuant to
Section 6.0301(g) of the Tax Code, if a vacancy occurs in an elective position on the board of
directors, the board of directors must appoint by majority vote of its membersa personto fill the
vacancy. Aperson appointedto fillavacancy inan elective position must have the qualifications
required of a director elected at a general election.

Q. Several county appraisal district boards have previously increased their board to more than
5 members as allowed by law. The new statute states that appraisal districts shall have a 9-
member board.

a. How do we satisfy this requirement given that we are supposed to add 3 new elected
members?

b. Do any “excess” members serve until their current term ends or do we have to remove
board members to reach the statutory number of 9 when the law goes into effectand
new members have been elected?

c. What process/criteria should be used to remove previously appointed members if they
are to be removed?

A. Per Section 8.06 of Senate Bill 2, Article 5 of the bill takes effect on July 1, 2024. However,
Section 5.04 of Senate Bill 2 (which deals with ballot procedures forelected directors) and Section
5.13 of the bill (which deals with the board transition period) took effect on the 91st day after
the last day of the legislative session, which was October 12, 2023.

It is possible that under Section 6.031 of the Tax Code, county appraisal districts previously
increased their board to more than the nine directors permitted under newly created Section
6.0301 of the Tax Code. Under Section 5.13(d) of Senate Bill 2, the terms of all current directors
will expire on December 31, 2024. Not later than December 31, 2024, the taxing units
participating in the appraisal district that are entitled to appoint directors shall appoint five
directors to serve terms that beginon January 1, 2025.
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As previously noted, the terms of all current directors will expire on December 31, 2024. Senate
Bill 2 did not provide a mechanism by which county appraisal districts can reduce the number of
current board directors. Therefore, the excess members will serve until their terms expire on
December 31, 2024. However, Section 6.033 of the Tax Code providesthat the governing body
of a taxing unit may call forthe recall of a member of the board of directors of an appraisal district
appointed under Section 6.03 of the Tax Code for whom the unit cast any of its votes in the
appointment of the board. While Senate Bill 2 does not expressly require the removal of the
existing board members, Section 6.033 of the Tax Code provides a process by which a member
of the board of directors may be removed.

Q. Who is responsible for ordering and canvassing the election?

A. The county appraisal district board of directors is responsible forordering and canvassing the
electionforthe elected appraisal board members.

Section 3.004 of the Election Code provides that a general election for the officers of the
governing body of a political subdivision other than a county shall be ordered by the political
subdivision’s governing body. The governing body of the county appraisal district is the district’s
board of directors, who will be responsible forordering the election for elected appraisal board
members.

Section 67.002 of the Election Code provides that the precinct election returns for an election
ordered by a political subdivision other than a county will be canvassed by the political
subdivision’s governing body. The governing body of the county appraisal district is the district’s
board of directors, who will be responsiblefor canvassing the election forelected appraisal board
members.

Q. Is the use of county election precincts required for the initial election of county appraisal
district board members on May 4, 2024?

A. No. The use of county election precincts is not required for the initial election of county
appraisal board members on the May 4, 2024 uniform election date. However, the use of county
election precincts will be required for all subsequent elections for county appraisal board
members held on the Novemberuniformelection date ineven-numbered years.

Section 42.061 of the Election Code provides that the governing body of a political subdivision
other than a county shall establish the election precinct for elections ordered by an authority of
the political subdivision. This provision allows the county appraisal board to establish its own
election precincts forthe May 4, 2024 initial election of elected county appraisal board members.

Section 42.0621 of the Election Code providesthatinan election held onthe Novemberuniform
election date, a political subdivision is required to use the regular county election precincts for
the political subdivision’s election. Because all subsequentelections forthe elected members of
the county appraisal board will be held on the date of the general election for state and county
officersin November, this provision would require the county appraisal board to use the county
election precincts for each subsequentelection of elected county appraisal board members held
after the May 4, 2024 initial election forthose members.
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Q. Who is responsible for posting the Notice of Deadline to File an Application for a Place on
the Ballot prior to the candidate filing period starting?

A. The county judge is responsible for posting the Notice of Deadline to File an Applicationfora
Place onthe Ballot forthe candidate filing period for the elected members of the county appraisal
district.

Section 141.040 of the Election Code provides that the authority with whom an applicationfor a
place on the ballot must be filed shall post notice of the dates of the filingperiodinapublicplace
in a buildinginwhich the authority has an office not later than the 30th day before the first day
on which a candidate may file the application. Because the county judge is the authority with
whom an applicationfor a place on the ballotis filed for the election of the elected members of
the county appraisal district, the county judge would be responsible for posting the Notice of
Deadline to File an Applicationfora Place on the Ballot.

Q. Are county appraisal board elections subject to the same cancellation procedures that apply
to elections held by political subdivisions other than counties?

A. Yes. If all of the offices up for electioninthe county appraisal board’s election are unopposed,
then the election would be cancelled under Chapter 2, Subchapter C of the Election Code.

Section 2.051 ofthe Election Code providesthat the cancellation procedures outlined in Chapter
2, Subchapter C of the Election Code apply to an election for officers of a political subdivision
otherthan a countyin which write-in votes may be counted only for declared write-incandidates,
and in which each candidate for an office that is to appear on the ballotis unopposed.

Under Section 2.052 of the Election Code, if every at-large race in the electionis unopposed, then
the authority responsible for preparing the ballot (i.e., the secretary or the presiding officer of
the county appraisal board of directors, if the board does not have a secretary) must prepare a
Certification of Unopposed Status for each unopposed candidate inthe election and must deliver
that certification to the governing body of the political subdivision (i.e., the county appraisal
district board of directors). On receipt of the certification, the county appraisal district board of
directors would declare those unopposed candidates elected to their offices and cancel the
election under Section 2.053 of the Election Code. For additional information regarding
cancellation of an election, please see the Secretary of State’s outline.

Q. Are appointed and elected county appraisal district directors required to take an Oath of
Office and submit a Statement of Officer?

A. Yes. All appointed and elected county appraisal district board of directors are required to take
an Oath of Office and submit a Statement of Officer (anti-bribery statement), pursuantto Article
16, Section 1 of the Texas Constitution.

CA:HM
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